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Critical Reflection Journal
Question 1
What surprised me was when President Abraham Lincoln decided to free black people by deporting them to other countries using ships. It was surprising because Lincoln was against slavery and wanted it to be abolished, but he could not let them live in America or consider them equal because of their skin color. The blacks were deemed to be troublesome, and they did not fit in with the white people. The second part that shocked me was when Woodard, a soldier who was coming home after World War 2, was beaten by a police officer such that he lost consciousness and found himself in jail. I was surprised by this ordeal because it showed that a black man, whether a slave or not, is still considered as a lesser human being despite their accomplishments and that people want to control them (Jones, 2019). 
Question 2
Yes, it does. The current problems in our country are contributed by what happened in the past. Issues like racism still exist today, and stereotyping of African American men gets worse every day. For instance, in a recent case where a police officer murdered George Floyd for a crime, what he did shows that this country has a long way to go for such issues to stop.
Question 3
[bookmark: _GoBack]No, the United States would not have been what it is today without slavery. The slaves helped in the building of this country by working day and night under the regime of their masters. They helped to grow cotton through forced labor, which was distributed across the country. Notably, it brought about the industrial revolution as factories were built to process the cotton into clothing. For 61 years from 1801 to 1862, overall amount of cotton harvested by slaves propelled United States' economy contributed by the profits from cotton farming (Lockhart, 2019). 
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